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Statement on House Action on Foster Care Independence Legislation
June 25, 1999

Hillary and I are pleased that the House of
Representatives, by an overwhelming bipartisan
margin, today approved H.R. 1802, the ‘‘Foster
Care Independence Act of 1999.’’ This legisla-
tion recognizes that we have a responsibility to
ensure that youth in foster care have the tools
they need to make the most of their lives. I
am pleased that the measure builds on the pro-
posals in my budget request to provide those
leaving foster care with access to health care
and to expand and improve educational opportu-
nities, training, housing assistance, counseling,
and other support and services.

Each year, approximately 20,000 young people
leave our Nation’s foster care system at age 18
without an adoptive family or other permanent
family relationship, but Federal financial support
ends just as they are making the critical transi-
tion to independence. Without the emotional,
social, and financial support that families pro-

vide, many of these young people are not ade-
quately prepared for life on their own.

For our Nation’s foster youth, their 18th
birthday can be the start of a very tough road
alone. This bill is an important step forward
to help them in their struggle to become suc-
cessful, independent adults. The end of foster
care should not be the end of caring for these
young people.

I’d like to thank Representatives Nancy
Johnson and Ben Cardin, the sponsors of the
‘‘Foster Care Independence Act of 1999,’’ for
their hard work and dedication to this issue.
I look forward to working with them and with
Members of Congress on both sides of the aisle
in the months ahead to enact meaningful and
fiscally responsible legislation to enable these
young people to live up to their God-given po-
tential.

Statement on Accepting the Invitation To Serve as Honorary Chairman of
the Presidents Cup
June 25, 1999

I am pleased to accept the invitation to serve
as honorary chairman of the Presidents Cup,
one of the premier international events in golf.
I thank Commissioner Tim Finchem and the
PGA Tour as well as the participating inter-
national golf tours for this invitation. It is an
honor to succeed Presidents George Bush and
Gerald Ford, as well as Australian Prime Min-
ister John Howard, as honorary chairman of this
event.

I know that, more and more, people around
the world share America’s enthusiasm for golf.
The Presidents Cup helps bring our countries
together in spirited and good-natured competi-
tion. In 1996 I was glad to attend the Presidents
Cup at Robert Trent Jones Golf Club, and I
am looking forward to another display of skill
and sportsmanship by the United States and
international teams in October 2000.

Message to the Congress on Implementation of the Chemical Weapons
Convention Implementation Act
June 25, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
On November 14, 1994, in light of the danger

of the proliferation of nuclear, biological, and

chemical weapons (weapons of mass destruction)
and of the means of delivering such weapons,
using my authority under the International
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Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.), I issued Executive Order 12938,
declaring a national emergency to deal with this
danger. Because the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction continues to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States, I have renewed the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 12938 annually,
most recently on November 12, 1998. Pursuant
to section 204(b) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1703(b)), I hereby report to the Congress that
I have exercised my statutory authority to fur-
ther amend Executive Order 12938 in order to
more effectively respond to the worldwide threat
of weapons of mass destruction proliferation ac-
tivities.

The new Executive order, which implements
the Chemical Weapons Convention Implementa-
tion Act of 1998, strengthens Executive Order

12938 by amending section 3 to authorize the
United States to implement important provisions
of the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use
of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction,
a multilateral agreement that serves to reduce
the threat posed by chemical weapons. Specifi-
cally, the amendment enables the United States
Government to ensure that imports into the
United States of certain chemicals from any
source are permitted in a manner consistent
with the relevant provisions of the Convention.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 25, 1999.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message. The
Executive order is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

The President’s Radio Address
June 26, 1999

Good morning. This month schools across
America are letting out for the summer and
beginning to plan for the fall. Today I’d like
to talk about what we must do to help our
schools prepare for the school year ahead and
prepare our children for the future, by reducing
class size in the early grades.

For 61⁄2 years, our administration has made
improving our children’s education one of our
highest priorities. This year, in my State of the
Union Address, I outlined a plan to help our
schools, our teachers, and our students meet
high standards. The plan would hold States and
school systems accountable for fixing failing
schools. It would require teachers to be quali-
fied in the classroom in the courses they teach.
It would insist that we put an end to social
promotion but to do it in the right way, by
investing in our children and in our schools,
from funding after-school and summer school
programs to modernizing and rebuilding 6,000
schools across our country to finishing up our
commitment to hook all of our classrooms up
to the Internet by next year.

Reducing class size is one of the most impor-
tant investments we can make in our children’s
future. Recent research confirms what parents
have always known: Children learn better in
small classes with good teachers, and kids who
start out in smaller classes do better right
through their high school graduation.

But in far too many of our schools, 30 or
more students are pressed desk to desk in a
single classroom. Too many teachers have to
spend more time maintaining order than main-
taining high academic standards. And with the
largest school enrollments in our history still
to come, the problem is only going to get worse.

Now, if we’re serious about preparing our Na-
tion to succeed in the 21st century, we must
do more to help all our children succeed in
school. That’s why last year I asked Congress
to commit to reducing class size to 18 in the
early grades. And with bipartisan support, Con-
gress approved a big downpayment on my plan
to put 100,000 well- prepared teachers in the
classroom.

I’m pleased to announce that later this week
we’ll deliver on our promise with $1.2 billion
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